
WAC 392-144-120  School bus driver authorization—Requirements 
and issuing procedures.  A school bus driver authorization may be is-
sued by the superintendent upon application by an authorized represen-
tative of the employing local education agency subject to compliance 
with the following provisions:

(1) Requirements for authorization. The employing local education 
agency shall forward to the superintendent the following verifications 
relating to the applicant:

(a) Verification of successful completion of the school bus driv-
er training course taught by an authorized school bus driver instruc-
tor.

(b) Verification that it has on file a copy of a current and val-
id medical examiner's certificate.

(c) Verification that it has on file an original, current employ-
ment driver's abstract, including departmental actions, of the appli-
cant's employment and nonemployment driving record obtained from the 
department of licensing verifying compliance with all provisions of 
this chapter. For applicants that have an out-of-state license, the 
district is required to annually obtain a current driving record from 
the corresponding state. The issue date of this abstract must be with-
in sixty calendar days prior to the date an application was submitted 
for temporary authorization. If no request for a temporary school bus 
authorization was submitted, the issue date must be within sixty cal-
endar days prior to the date of application of the school bus driver 
authorization.

(d) Verification that the applicant has completed a current and 
valid first-aid training course.

(e) Verification that it has on file a disclosure statement in 
compliance with preemployment inquiry regulations in WAC 162-12-140, 
signed by the applicant, specifying all convictions which relate to 
fitness to perform the job of a school bus driver under WAC 
392-144-103 and all crimes against children or other persons, that 
meets the requirements of RCW 43.43.834(2).

(f) Verification that it has on file the results of a criminal 
record check as required under chapter 28A.400 RCW and that such re-
sults establish that the applicant has not committed any offense which 
constitutes grounds for denying, suspending, or revoking an authoriza-
tion under this chapter and the date of such request.

(g) Verification that the applicant complies with all of the re-
quirements for authorized school bus drivers set forth in this chap-
ter.

(2) Notice of authorization. Upon approval of an application, the 
superintendent shall issue a notice of school bus driver authorization 
to the employing local education agency.

(3) Issuance of subsequent authorizations. Subsequent authoriza-
tions for an individual driver with new or additional employing local 
education agency(ies) must be issued from the superintendent to such 
agency(ies) prior to the operation of any motor vehicle for the trans-
portation of children.

(4) Authorization to drive for two local education agencies. If 
two local education agencies enter into an interlocal agreement for 
the services of a school bus driver, the school bus driver does not 
need to be authorized in the nonemploying local education agency. The 
school bus driver is required to have a valid school bus driver's au-
thorization with the employing local education agency.

Certified on 2/20/2023 WAC 392-144-120 Page 1



(5) List of authorized drivers. The superintendent will provide 
each local education agency with a list of their authorized school bus 
drivers and each authorized school bus driver's status.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 19-16-092, § 392-144-120, 
filed 8/1/19, effective 9/1/19; WSR 14-09-031, § 392-144-120, filed 
4/9/14, effective 9/1/14; WSR 07-13-067, § 392-144-120, filed 6/18/07, 
effective 7/19/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210 and 2006 c 263 
§ 906. WSR 06-15-010, amended and recodified as § 392-144-120, filed 
7/6/06, effective 8/6/06. Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 
05-19-107, § 180-20-112, filed 9/20/05, effective 10/21/05.]
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